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DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [1.07 pm]: 
Today I update the Council on the progress we have made to rebuild capabilities in agricultural research and 
development within the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. The former Department of 
Agriculture and Food has been subject to some very significant budget cuts over the past eight years. Those cuts 
saw the department lose critical capabilities in research and development, with a switch to short-term grant funding 
to private enterprise and grower groups to undertake research in the agricultural industry. In the current tight 
fiscal environment, our government nevertheless is taking important steps towards rebuilding capacity in the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development to give our agricultural industries the strongest 
footing to compete in the twenty-first century. 
In response to ongoing industry concern with the Northern Beef Futures program, which had been based in Bunbury, 
we have created a new project manager position to run the department’s Northern Beef Futures program from the 
north, and we will recruit at least five positions in Broome. Recruitment is already underway for a technical officer 
to work on the sterile leucaena breeding program in the Kimberley. In addition to the beef program, DPIRD is 
expecting to recruit more research and development capacity to support irrigated agriculture in the north. 
The tomato potato psyllid outbreak earlier this year highlighted just how critical plant biosecurity is for WA’s 
horticultural industry. Our government commissioned the WA Biosecurity Council to assess the department’s 
response to this incident and have taken on board the council’s advice. The department will now be taking steps to 
create a senior plant protection role to ensure that we can attract a top-tier scientist with considerable national policy 
and negotiation experience, who can use a scientific evidence–based approach to argue the case for fair market access 
for WA produce in the event of a biosecurity incident. The department is also recruiting two new researchers to focus 
on fruit and vegetable crops and an early-career scientist to focus on meeting export market disinfestation protocols. 
Acknowledging the importance of keeping WA’s intellectual property in WA, recruitment of a commercialisation 
officer has begun to assist with priority work on apple breeding, grains and livestock IP management. 
Three livestock compliance inspectors have been appointed in Albany, Broome and Katanning, and a senior 
veterinary epidemiologist has been appointed at Moora for livestock biosecurity. Our government is also investing 
in future research capability, with up to four new postgraduate scholarships on offer for applied grains research 
addressing Western Australia’s industry challenges and constraints, to be undertaken at WA universities in 2018. 
This builds on the three PhD scholarships I presented earlier this year. 
While negotiations continue with the Grains Research and Development Corporation over long-term funding for 
WA grains researchers, we have commenced the process to lock in contracts with 27 regionally based research 
and technical staff in Geraldton, Northam, Merredin, Albany and Esperance. We look forward to finalising our 
partnership with the GRDC to provide long-term funding for these regional positions, and continued support for 
grains research for the benefit of industry and the broader WA economy. It is still early days in this rebuilding 
process, but these first steps will help to ensure that government is providing industry the support it needs to 
continue into the future. 

Point of Order 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Madam President, with regard to the brief ministerial statement just delivered by the 
Minister for Regional Development, I refer to standing order 103(2) with regard to the fact that no ministerial 
statement can contain debatable matter other than the matter that is inherent in the content of the statement. Can 
I suggest to you that the second paragraph most definitely contains debatable matter. 
The PRESIDENT: On this occasion, member, I am going to say that there is no point of order; it is inherent as 
part of the discussion. I do not know whether we are starting to see a bit of a pattern in terms of picking up on 
ministerial statements, but you have other opportunities if you want to pursue these matters, as did another member 
last night. There is no point of order on this occasion. 
 


	DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT —RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
	Statement by Minister for Regional Development


